English 1H –Literature

"Looking at the past must only be a means of understanding more clearly what and who they are so that they
 can  more wisely build the future." 
— Paulo Freire

Pacifica High School Fall 2013
             

Instructor: Ms. Kitt
English 1H




Email: ekitt@ggusd.us/ekitt.weebly.com
1 year course; 10 credits

Required for graduation






C or above required for A-G requirements





Course Description: This course provides a complete curriculum for standards-based instruction in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Students are guided in the interpretation and analysis of selected works in literature. Critical examination of selected core works takes place in order to identify recurring patterns and themes. The writing process is the focus of the composition program, which is structured to encourage clear thinking and writing, as well as attention to language conventions and grammatical correctness. Emphasis is placed on analyzing fiction and non-fiction pieces, research and writing, analyzing and responding to literature.
Things You Need for Class

Two or more writing utensils (pen and pencil)

Your Assignment Binder/Notebook and paper

Text of the Day- (this may include your textbook and or novel)

School Planners and your daily homework assignment in class 
Weekly assignments (including classwork, grammar, article of the week and any handouts received)

You must check the weebly website for all assignments due for class.  This will help you stay on top of all the assignments ekitt.weebly.com

Formative Assessments are 40% of your grade: Students will have several opportunities to display mastery through class material such as Cornell note taking, thinking maps, interactions with the text, Socratic Seminars, independent and group work, presentations, and quizzes.  Note: this percentage also includes particular homework related to each unit of study.  Homework consists of finalizing projects, classwork, and other activities that we do not have time for in class.  Also, homework may include reading and preparing for an in class discussion, writing prompt and activity on ideas presented in the text. 

Summative Assessments are 60% of your grade: Students will have several opportunities to display mastery through projects, final essays, research papers, presentations and unit tests.   Note: this percentage includes particular homework related to each unit of study. Homework consists of finalizing projects, finalizing word-processed essays and research papers in MLA format, studying for unit exams, and preparing for presentations.  Also, as a response to the literature, we will read throughout the course of, you will have numerous opportunities to display your knowledge through Analytical Responses.  

Focus Units, Reading and Writing 

Throughout the course of the first semester, students will read a variety of prose selections that explore the following focus units, as demonstrated through the California State Standards for English Language Arts. Specifically, students will engage in understanding concepts such as narration and voice, theme, symbolism and allegory from the Holt text book 3rd edition.  
Class Novels/Plays and Reading Assignments

In connection to certain units in class, we will read major works as House on Mango Street (Cisneros), Lord of the Flies (Golding), Romeo and Juliet (Shakespeare), and two or three other novels during the year.  Purchasing one’s own novel is highly suggested.  This way you can annotate sections or parts that are important rather than using post-it notes.  
Special Projects

Students will be completing a research project second semester.  The hope is that the essay writing we do first semester will help you with conducting research for second semester.  It is really important that you stay on top of the research assignment and utilize the time given to you in class.  This will not only encourage feed back from the teacher, but also, it will most likely ensure a better grade on your paper.  

Expectations

Treat each other with respect and take responsibility for your actions

Follow all Pacifica Rules from the Handbook—Review

Do not bring electronic devices, hats or food into class

Cheating is not tolerated

Challenge yourself by asking questions, asking for help, and set the tone by being positive

Be seated when the bell rings

Arrive to class with all required materials

Copy homework in the agenda
Check Ms. Kitt’s website for missed assignments and projects
Actively participate in learning activities without distracting others

Clean and/or pack up only after prompted to do so

Wait seated and silently for closing announcements and/or dismissal

Students should follow the six pillars of character: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship.  

Late Assignments

You will have plenty of time to complete all assignments and projects.  Please communicate any questions and concerns as you are going through each process. 

Grading Scale 

Student will be given specific grading guidelines

90%-100% =A   80%-89%  = B  70%-79%  = C 60%-69% =  D Under 60% =F

Parent Notes and Signature

Appointments before or after school should be made with either teacher at least a week in advance.  If you have questions concerning your student’s participation and or performance in class, please email one of us or call the school and leave a message.  

By signing below, you are saying you read all the above information and agree to the guidelines and assignments that pertain to this class.  

Student Name________________________________________

Student Signature _________________________________   Date________

Parent Name________________________________________

Parent Signature__________________________________        Date _________

